
League launch brings it all 
togetheré. 

 
  

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

OOOfff fff iii ccciii aaalll    NNNeeewww ssslll eeettt ttt eeerrr    ooo fff    

ttt hhh eee      

ddd aaafff aaabbb eeettt    WWW eeelll ssshhh    

PPPrrr eeemmm iii eeerrr    LLLeeeaaaggg uuu eee   

WWWEEELLLSSSHHH   PPPRRREEEMMMIIIEEERRR   TTTIIIMMMEEESSS   
   222000111555   ---111666      ssseeeaaasssooonnn                                 IIIssssssuuueee   222                           222555///000888///111555   

CCCyyy lll ccchhh ggg rrr aaawww nnn       

SSSwww yyy ddd ddd oooggg ooo lll    

UUUwww ccchhh ggg yyy nnn ggg hhh rrr aaaiii rrr    dddaaafff aaabbb eeettt    

CCCyyy mmm rrr uuu    

Following an invitation from David Melding AM 

(Deputy Presiding Officer National Assembly for 

Wales) the Dafabet Welsh Premier League was 

officially launched at the Senedd on Tuesday 

lunchtime in the company of players and 

representatives from the twelve member clubs. 

Mr Melding said: ñWe are delighted to host the 

official launch of the Dafabet Welsh Premier League 

here at the Senedd. Itôs encouraging to see Welsh 

football in such a strong state and Iôd like to wish the 

best of luck to all the teams in the forthcoming 

campaign.ò 

League Chairman Peter Rees was complimentary of 

the recent European performances of the WPL 

representatives over the summer months. 

ñThe New Saints and Newtown deserve special praise 

for their respective successes and the promising 

performances of Bala and Airbus contributed to our 

most successful European campaign for well over a 

decade.ò 

Sue Butler, S4C Sports Editor said; 

ñWeôre very much looking forward to another 

thrilling football season on S4C with a new series of 

Sgorio in its new slot on Saturday afternoons. Itôs 

great that we can expand our provision this season to 

include the supporters outside the UK (on demand 

outside the UK on the S4C website) for the faithful 

supporters living abroad, and for new followers too.ò 

Dafabet WPL Secretary, Gwyn Derfel commented: 

ñThereôs no doubt that the standard of our National 

League is improving year on year. People are at long 

last starting to give it the credit it deserves. The 

opening weekend of fixtures Iôm sure will offer 

people a lot of excitement as well as affordable 

family friendly football. It promises to be another 

good season in our National League here in Wales.ò 

 

Weekly AudioBoom 

podcast announced 
As from this season the Dafabet Welsh Premier League 

will be covering all aspects of the league in a weekly 

podcast in association with audioBoom. 

Thursday saw the very first Dafabet WPL Radio take 

place with Marc Webber and Mark 'Jonah' Jones as 

presenters. 

Each weekly podcast will be approximately 15 minutes 

long with a review and preview to all the Dafabet WPL 

2015/16 matches, along with updates of club interviews 

from their own audioBoom channels. 

Marc Webber, Head of Sport at AudioBoom says, "We 

are delighted to be working with the Dafabet Welsh 

Premier League to give the teams and players a louder 

voice through the podcast, which can be listened to for 

free on the WPL website or through our free 

AudioBoom app on Apple and Android smartphones." 

Webber further added, "It's an honour to work with a 

legend like Jonah - we've dusted off the red carpet 

outside the studio for him. There'll also be some special 

guests along the way and we'll have a bit of fun too. 

Hopefully fans will chip in with their thoughts by 

emailing us at wpl@audioboom.com." 

This first edition previewed the success of the WPL 

clubs in Europe, discuss clubs key signings and looked 

ahead to the opening weekend of fixtures with Rhyl FC 

v Bangor City on Friday night and MBi Llandudno v 

Aberystwyth Town live on S4C Saturday. 

 
 

 



2015-16 TEAM PHOTOS    Nr1 - Port Talbot Town 
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THIS WEEKôS FIXTURES 
Friday 28

st
 August 

Aberystwyth Town v Rhyl FC                              19:45 

Last six encounters  

02/09/06 2 3 Glyndwr Hughes 3' Craig Jones 41' Andy Moran 14' 21' Gareth Wilson 67' 384 

15/03/08 0 0 - - 222 

15/02/09 0 1 - Jamie Reed 62' 444 

05/12/09 2 2 Phil Doran 32'(og) Graham Evans 

90'+1 

John Leah 35' Lee Hunt 75' 358 

22/11/13 3 2 Chris Venables 37'(p) Craig Williams 

56' 60' 

Mark Jones 23'(og) Tom Roberts 82' 412 

07/12/14 2 0 Craig Williams 22' Chris Venables 36' - 306 
 

Home wins 5 Away wins 6 Draws 7 Goal aggregate 26 ï 28  

CURRENT FORM   Home Team  Away Team  

Referee:  Mark Petch      Assistants: Dan Beckett & Ryan Kenny    4th Official: Kris Hames   
 

The New Saints FC v MBi Llandudno FC                        19:45 

Last six encounters  

      

   This will be their first encounter in the Welsh Premier League  

      

All -time summary of fixture 

Home wins 0 Away wins 0 Draws 0 Goal aggregate 0 ï 0  

CURRENT FORM   Home Team  Away Team  

Referee:  Bryn Markham Jones  Assistants: Phil Roszkowski & Ellis Hughes  4th Official: Tom Williams 

Saturday 29
nd

 August 

Bangor City v Port Talbot Town                            14:30 

Last six encounters  

25/03/11 2 2 Alan Bull 20' Darren Moss 50' Luke Bowen 44' Lloyd Grist 90' 579 

08/10/11 3 1 Craig Garside 14' Mark Smyth 51' Les 

Davies 90'+4 

Cortez Belle 61' 516 

02/02/13 2 2 Chris Simm 26' 45' Ashley Evans 11' 67' 410 

30/03/13 3 3 Chris Jones 43' Ryan Edwards 71' Les 

Davies 90'+4 

Chad Bond 20' David Brooks 56' 77' 484 

14/09/13 1 1 Les Davies 33' Rhys Griffiths 24'(p) 446 

10/01/15 2 1 Ryan Edwards 29' Lee Healey 64' Luke Bowen 31' 433 
All -time summary of fixture  

Home wins 8 Away wins 2 Draws 7 Goal aggregate 42 ï 26  

CURRENT FORM   Home Team  Away Team  

Referee:  Ashley Jones     Assistants: Gareth Wyn Jones & Tom Owen 4th Official: Lee Evans  
Carmarthen Town v gap Connahôs Quay                        14:30 

Last six encounters  

13/09/08 2 0 Danny Thomas 44' Nathan Cotterrall 75' - 279 

24/10/09 1 0 Nicky Palmer 34' - 299 

13/10/12 2 4 Liam Thomas 47' Jonathan Hood 53' Mark McGregor 34' Rhys Healy 54' 

Ricky Evans 61' Jamie Petrie 83' 

255 

05/10/13 3 3 Daniel Forde 69'(og) Liam Thomas  72' 

Christian Doige 90'+6 

Daniel Forde 5' Gary O'Toole 33'(p) 41' 285 

15/11/14 1 1 Liam Thomas 42' Steve Evans 83' 282 

28/02/15 2 3 Paul Fowler 8' Sacha Walters 23' Russell Courtney 37' 54' Craig Hanford 

71'(og) 

224 

All -time summary of fixture 

Home wins 7 Away wins 3 Draws 8 Goal aggregate 42 ï 26  

CURRENT FORM   Home Team  Away Team  

Referee:  Richard Harrington  Assistants: Phil Thomas & Kevin Bowen  4th Official: Bryn Markham Jones 



Newtown AFC v Haverfordwest County                        14:30 

Last six encounters  

03/03/07 1 0 Marcus Sharrad 38' - 175 

08/03/08 1 4 Barry Bellis 60' Jack Christopher 30' 61' Mike Hartley 4' 

Luke Bowen 56' 

172 

08/11/08 4 2 Gareth Mansell 14' 15' Robbie James 

18' Craig Moses 64' 

Nicky Woodward 5' Luke Bowen 28' 153 

10/10/09 2 1 Jamie Breeze 36' Dylan Blain 50' Robbie Walters 19' 205 

23/10/10 1 1 Craig Davies 50' Neil Thomas 76' 202 

19/02/11 4 4 Robbie Millington 27' 52' Matthew 

Cook 35' Steve Jones 57' 

Jack Christopher 60' 74' Lee Hudgell 75' 

Jaymes Dixon 85' 

154 

All -time summary of fixture 

Home wins 8 Away wins 3 Draws 6 Goal aggregate 35 ï 24  

CURRENT FORM   Home Team  Away Team  

Referee:  Kris Hames    Assistants:  Ian Bird & Dan Pearce     4th Official: Leigh Jones  

Monday 31
st
 August 

Bala Town  v Airbus UK Broughton        LIVE MATCH S4/C           15:45 

Last six encounters  

11/03/11 0 3 - Shaun Kelly 9'(og) Ian Sheridan 39' 

Mark Allen 89'  

189 

26/12/11 1 0 Mark Allen 81'(og) - 251 

04/09/12 0 2 - Ryan Wade 58' 64' 234 

26/08/13 1 2 Mark Connolly 12'  Ian Kearney 41' Steve Jones 46' 244 

25/08/14 0 0 - - 362 

22/03/15 3 0 Mark Jones 35' Mark Connolly 56' 

Lee Hunt 58' 

- 192 

08/11/11 

Home wins 2 Away wins 5 Draws 1 Goal aggregate 7 ï 11  

CURRENT FORM   Home Team  Away Team  

Referee:  Iwan Griffith  Assistants: Martin Roberts & Michael Gray    4th Official: Ashley Jones    

 

SUSPENSIONS 
Player Club Suspended for  from 

None since last issue    

BBC Radio Wales ï Live commentary on Rhyl v Bangor last Friday 

See more on this in Gwyn Derfelôs Last Word 
 

 

 



NEWS 
 

ABERYSTWYTH TOWN  
Two goals from the irrepressible Chris 

Venables, a header and a penalty, were not 

enough to prevent the Black and Greens 

falling to defeat in this season's opener at 

Llandudno, who held on for a narrow 3-2 

win in the face of a late onslaught from the 

visitors. 

Despite falling to 3-2 reverse in this seasonôs 

Dafabet Welsh Premier opener against 

Llandudno, manager Ian Hughes sees plenty 

of positives that can be built upon ahead of 

the upcoming Welsh Premier League 

Season. 

ñWe started the game really well and went 1-0 ahead and I thought we controlled the opening stages. We gave them 

a lifeline really in terms of their goal. It was our corner and then they made it 2-1 but I still felt we were in the game. 

We started brightly but we conceded a third which again, we shouldnôt be giving a player that much time outside the 

box but when we got our goal back, I honestly did feel that we were going to get an equaliser. Surmanôs hit the bar 

with a header and Venables has troubled the keeper with a long shot. Weôve created enough chances to win the 

game but itôs the same old story, we canôt score four goals every week to win games. Itôs something we will address 

and address quickly.ò  

Aber went into the game without new signing Rhys Griffiths and last yearôs supportersô player of the season Geoff 

Kellaway thanks to injury and suspension respectively. This saw Hughes name a substitutes bench with three 

products of the clubôs academy in the form of Liam Lewis, Thomas Jones and Jack Rimmer and it was the former, 

despite only picking up his GCSE results hours previously that made his senior debut in front of the Sgorio cameras. 

 ñWe felt that the season came upon us a week early with Geoff Kellawayôs suspension and Rhys Griffithsô injury. 

But the academy deserves great credit at the club. The youngsters will be given an opportunity with the club. As a 

club we try and give as many young players an opportunity as we can. Jack [Rimmer] has come on and done well 

today and hopefully heôll be in the squad again for next week.ò 

An opening day victory is never an assurance of success and this is the attitude the manager takes going into the 

season. 

 ñThereôs 93 points to play for until the end of the season and weôre only three points down so thereôs lots of points 

still to play for. Itôs the first game of a long, long season. Weôve got players in the dressing room that are capable of 

taking the game by the scruff of the neck and Iôm sure they will do that next week against Rhyl.ò 

Photo: 

Aber celebrate Chris Venables opener 

Courtesy of MBi Llandudno FC 

AIRBUS UK BROUGHTON  
AIRBUS started the new season in fine style, 

topping the Welsh Premier table after the first round 

of games with a 5-1 demolition of Carmarthen 

Town. 

There was much to admire in the performance, not 

least two debut goals from summer signing Tony 

Gray, both taken in fine style. 

The Wingmakers were ahead inside three minutes, 

Matty McGinn firing a low 35-yard free kick inside 

keeper Lee Idzi's post. 

Ryan Wade was high and wide with a 20-yarder and 

then hit the top of the crossbar with a spectacular 

volley from just inside the Old Gold's half. 

Wade again went close, this time with a shot at the 

back post after Wayne and Riley had lobbed Tom 

Field's cross towards goal. 



But it was the visitors who scored next on 26 minutes when Mark Jones, the Airbus nemesis when with Aberystwyth 

last season, glanced home a right wing corner. 

For a while the game was an even affair before a purpose patch of 10 minutes before the break yielded four goals. 

Riley set-up Gray who took his chance with aplomb before Wade added another two minutes later from the edge of 

the box. 

McGinn's long throw found Jones in the area who swivelled before planting a shot past Idzi and Gray again showed 

his class, turning inside his marker to add his second from Riley's cross. 

The hosts were in cruise control after the break, Field sending a 20-yard free kick well over and Wade seeing his 

narrow angle shot saved by the feet of Idzi. 

James Coates was forced into a fine save to prevent Jones from reducing the arrears while Sacha Walters could only 

produce a weak shot on the break. 

But it took a fine reaction save from Idzi to stop Airbus from adding a sixth after young sub James Murphy's shot 

rebounded off a defender.  

These articles are courtesy of www.airbusfc.com, the Airbus UK Broughton FC website. 

Photo: Tony Gray nets his second goal        courtesy Andrew Lincoln  

BALA TOWN  
Bala Town are delighted to announce the signing of John Irving from Auckland City subject to international 

clearance. 

Irving who spent four years from 2009 until May 2013 at Maes Tegid, is most remembered for his 89th minute 

winning goal to send Town into the Europa League for the first time against Port Talbot Town in the Playoff Final. 

The ex-Everton youth captain went from the Lakesiders to New Zealand where he signed for Ngaruawahia United 

before he was picked up by ASB Premiership side Auckland City. 

He went from strength to strength at Auckland where he was part of the Club World Cup side in Morocco in 

December 2014. John scored a crucial 52 minute winning strike in the Quarter Finals of the competition sending 

them into the Semi Final 

and scored a penalty in the 

Third Placed penalty 

shootout v Cruz Azul. 

Since his return from New 

Zealand, the 26 year old 

has been training with the 

Lakesiders featuring 

against Droylsden and 

Warrington Town, signing 

on the dotted line this 

week. 

John will wear the number 

26 shirt 

Photo: Port Talbot 

defend against a Bala 

attack.  

    Photo courtesy of Mike Greenslade 

BANGOR CITY  
Nev Powell was pleased yet disappointed after the 1-1 draw at Rhyl. Speaking on WPL Radio he said. 

ñItôs a point away from home and we defended well but to concede with only four minutes to go was of course 

disappointing. 

ñIt as a 100mph match with players being hard to tie down for both sides but our new backline-up of Clowes, 

Woodward and Cummings didnôt put a foot wrong in their first WPL match as an unit. 

ñWith Les leaving it meant a change of style was needed and we kept the ball on the floor a lot more than in the past 

and it worked well. 

ñA point away from home in our first match of the season ï a good startò 

 

CARMARTHEN TOWN  
No news or quotes received prior to deadline. 

 

 



gap CONNAHôS QUAY 
Allan Bickerstaff was not pleased with the 

performance against Newtown on Saturday . 

Speaking to Nic Mesney on AudioBoom he said: 

ñA season opener at home should have given us a 

great start but to lose 0-2 today in the way we did 

was unacceptable. 

ñThere were a lot of positives to take to our next 

game at Carmarthen as there were some half-good 

performances out there. Weôll start to work on the 

positives this week leading up to what will be a tough 

match next weekendò 

Photo: Harrison gets red-carded by Referee Ryan 

Stewart fir a reckless challenge on Craig Williams 

Photo courtesy of NCM Media 

 

HAVERFORDWEST COUNTY  
Blues manager Wayne Jones paid 

tribute to the New Saintsô skill 

and professionalism, which 

would, he said, be an object 

lesson to young players coming to 

games like this.  

He added that while maybe he 

could find slight technical fault 

with three of the goals, he had 

nothing but praise for his side 

which had followed a clear 

tactical plan and had worked its 

socks off. 

 

Photo: Ricky Watts shadows 

Scott Quigley at a rain-soaked 

Congyar Stadium on Saturday 

.  

 

MBi LLANDUDNO FC  
MBi Llandudno FC are delighted to announce 

the signing of defender Jonny Spittle from 

fellow Dafabet Welsh Premier League outfit, 

Airbus UK Broughton.  

Spittle, who joins Town on a twelve month 

loan deal, spent ten months previously with 

the Seasiders during the 2013/14 campaign, 

their last on the Maesdu Park grass before the 

installation of the new 3G surface they now 

play on, before switching to the Wing-makers 

in July 2014.  

The defender, who has had previous spells at 

Wigan Athletic, Blackburn and Rochdale, 

only started four times in the WPL last season 

for Airbus, scoring 1 goal and picking up a 

solitary yellow card but showed during his 

time on field his ability to influence games from defence. 

 Jonny spoke to the LLFC Official Website about his move, "I'm looking forward to it and to getting started.  



"It's a good loan move for both parties in Airbus and Llandudno, hopefully now I can kick on and do well for 

Town." 

 Town manager Alan Morgan spoke to the LLFC Official Website earlier today about the signing of Spittle, "I know 

Jon really well from when we had him the first time, I didn't want him to leave back then so I'm happy he's come 

back to us now and I'm looking forward to working with him again. 

"He's an all round defender, he's aggressive in the tackle and he can play as well.  

 

ñWe are in a good position now because we've got three quality centre halves that will be fighting it out for the two 

starting positions and I can't wait to get them all on the training pitch this coming week." 

Llandudno overcame Aberystwyth Town by three goals to two in Sgorio's first live game of the season. Goals from 

Gareth Evans, Marc Williams and Danny Hughes give Llandudno three points and a historic win in their first ever 

WPL game 

Photo: Tudnoôs Gareth Evans celebrates scoring the clubôs first goal in the WPL.  

NEWTOWN AFC  
The club are pleased to announce the signing of Marc Griffiths from 

Caersws. 

The striker has had a previous spell at Latham Park and returns to the 

club after playing for the Bluebirds in the Huws Gray Alliance. 

 Boss Chris Hughes was delighted to exclusively reveal his second 

summer signing on the latest Robins Radio show. 

He said: 'Mark is a good forward player with an eye for goal and we are 

delighted to bring him to the club. 

 'He is another local player to add to a strong squad and we pride 

ourselves on having local lads in our squad. 

 'He hasn't had the best pre-season with injury but he will bring goals to 

the side and he will be a good player for us.' 

Griffiths moved to Caersws from Llanfair United in 2006, and spent two 

years in the WPL at the Recreation Ground before joining Newtown. 

He spent one season at Latham Park before returning to Caersws and 

scored 14 goals in 43 WPL appearances. 

And despite Griffiths being unavailable for selection against Connah's 

Quay on Saturday, he is delighted to have joined up with his new team 

mates and is targeting goals. 

He said: "Yes it is great to have signed and for me it was always about getting back to the highest standard I can. 

"My target now is to get back fit as I have a bit of a back injury at the moment, and when I have done that I want to 

force my way into the side and score some goals." 

Griffiths becomes the 11th Mid Wales based player in the Robins squad, and is familiar with the majority of the 

Robins side already, having had a previous spell at Newtown in 2008. 

He added: "I know 

about six or seven of 

the lads and there is 

only a few I am not 

familiar with so it has 

been good that I can 

come in and settle 

quickly. 

"I had a few seasons 

here and a few with 

Caersws in the Welsh 

Premier League and I 

always wanted to get 

back into the league. 

"Now I have done that 

I want to kick on, help 

the team and 

hopefully get back 

into Europe next 

season." 


